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Interview with Milos MIHAJLOVIC
PhD student at Radboud University Medical Centre
The Netherlands

Welcome in the BIOART project Milos.

What is your PhD project about? What
objectives do you have to reach?
My PhD project concerns the development of a bioartificial kidney device, based
on the use of immortalized human renal
epithelial cells. Such a device can be
used to improve the treatment of patients
affected by end-stage renal disease, by
removing uremic toxins more efficiently.
I will focus on evaluating safety aspects of
the bioartificial kidney, especially regarding the immune response, that is the
allogeneic response to the cells used in
the device, as well as the eventual transmission of oncogenes.

“I am from Serbia and
after graduating from high school
there I decided to pursue my
studies in Italy at the University of

What is the best thing about undertaking

a PhD? How challenging is it?

One of the biggest challenges about
undertaking a PhD is definitely learning
how to deal with all that science is – from

Trieste. Since I have always been

generating new ideas, designing and

interested in natural sciences,

performing experiments, to analyzing,

especially biology and chemistry,
my choice fell on Biotechnology.
During my Bachelor degree
in Biotechnology and Master
science degree in Medical Biotechnology, I developed a great

explaining and presenting the results.
And doing that in collaboration with other
people, confronting ideas and opinions,
is also something that can help you grow
professionally and build up your scientific skills. Sometimes it can be a little bit
tough and overwhelming, but at the end

passion for scientific research.

it is very fulfilling and rewarding. And it’s

Contributing to the improvement

always nice to be surrounded by profes-

of health care and disease treat-

sional, creative, positive and enthusiastic

ment has led me toward a PhD

researchers.

as the next step in my scientific
career. The Bioart project seemed
a perfect opportunity for me!.”
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You participated in BIOART’s meeting
and training sessions in January 2014.
What did you learn there?

What is appealing to you in being a
researcher?

The event was very useful and helpful,

what you really enjoy, while producing

very well organized. We got the possibility to meet other students and project
partners, got to know them, and also to
have more insight into what they are
working on. We got the chance to see how
the project is organized and managed.
Besides, the lectures that were held during
the week were very helpful to understand
better the field.

For me, it’s definitely being able to do
results that might have a significant
impact on medicine and human health.
Just knowing that you can offer even a
small contribution in all that is more than
enough to make you feel fulfilled about
being a researcher.

Do you have any plans after completing
your PhD?

Well, to be honest, I still don’t have any

Did you attend any other workshop or

conference since January, or get specific training?
Well, in February I followed the Graduate
course organized by my host institution.
During the one week course I attended
several lectures, workshops and demonstrations to get introduced to various

plans for the future, as I just started my
PhD. I think that I will have plenty of time
during the next couple of years to get
some new insights regarding what I would
really like to do after my PhD.

Thanks for answering my questions

Milos, and all the best for your PhD!

facilities that I will be needing during my
PhD.
Apart from that, I also attended the PhD
retreat, a congress organized for all PhD
students from the Radboud University
Medical Centre. There, we presented our
projects to each other in a very relaxing
atmosphere, so it was a nice opportunity
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get some useful suggestions.

Number of partners: 11

to get to know better other PhD students
and their work and also to discuss and
Finally, I am scheduled to attend New
Frontiers in Regenerative Medicine, an
annual symposium organized by the
Radboud Institute for Molecular Life
Sciences, in October this year.
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