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You joined BIOART in December

2015. Welcome on board the project,
Antonietta! What is your postdoc
project about? What objectives do
you have to reach?
The aim of my postdoc project is the
encapsulation of iPS cells into hydrogel
beads in order to obtain biological components that can be used for extracorporeal liver supply. It is not an easy task
but I’m confident that in the near future

“«I come from a city in Calabria,
the region in the South of Italy. I decided
not to study far from my region, then I
took my Master Degree in Pharmaceutical Chemistry and Technology at the
University of Calabria and after a very
brief experience in Pharmaceuticals,
I picked the chance to carry out a PhD
in collaboration with the Institute on
Membrane Technology of the National
Research Council of Italy.
I became a Doctor in Chemical
Engineering and Materials in 2014,
focusing my project on the development
of bio-hybrid systems for tissue
engineering applications. During these
3 amazing years, I learnt a lot and I met
extraordinary people who taught me
what being a researcher means.
To confirm my feelings, I decided to
experience teaching. It was interesting
and funny but actually, not exciting!
Then, I realized my will to go on with
research and embark on this new experience that BIOART is giving to me
as a postdoc!»

these micro-components will be used in
extracellular circuit for the development
of new bio-artificial liver systems or
the implantation in relevant pre-clinical
models. I will give my best to achieve
this goal!

What is the best thing about undertaking a postdoc? How challenging is it?
I truly think that this is the real chance
for an early researcher, like I am, to start
thinking on my own. You are fully aware
that your supervisor or other senior researcher will lend you a hand whenever
you need but you must come out with all
you have for doing your job well! It’s now
that the real challenge begins and you
will develop your own knowledge and
original and critical thinking.
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What is appealing to you in being a

researcher?

Having the chance to learn something
new, to discover how things work, to use
your mind at the highest level…
Actually, you know, I think that I decided
to be a researcher when I was 12.
I asked my father to buy me a lab coat!
But I realised what this meant in high
school, when my professor of biology
said to me “Remember: anyone can
make a discovery but only the ones who
truly believe that Knowledge, Imagination, Victory, Loss and above all Humility
can live side by side in their own brain
will have the heart to be a researcher!”
I want to have “that” heart and if I am
able to add one single drop in the ocean
and if that helps people… I will be the
happiest researcher ever!

Thanks a lot for your inspiring
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thoughts Antonietta, and all the best
for your postdoc!
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